inevitably perceived to be threatening to stability. Moreover, even if the leadership should embrace the new norms in practice as well as theory, the relatively small number of well-trained and disciplined police, prosecutors, judges, and Party officials concerned with law, the limited availability of legal education, the inadequacy of communications in a vast, largely rural nation, and the lack of legal awareness among the masses would all impose objective restraints on implementation of the codes.
Indeed, during the short time that the codes have been in effect, evidence of the difficulties of enforcing them has begun to accumulate. We may put to one side the trial of the Gang of Four, for that highlycharged mobilization of the media against Chairman Mao's widow and her Shanghai cohorts--China's most famous political trial--can hardly be representative of the new system in action (although we should not underestimate the importance in the Chinese context of the decision to process their case in an ostensibly formal, if actually truncated, trial rather than dispose of them by more informal means). More to the point are official reports, such as one from Guangdong Province, that in ordinary cases:
after the promulgation and implementation of the criminal law and the law of criminal procedure, [basic-level cadres] are still illegally detaining people, setting up clandestine tribunals, arbitrarily interrogating people and even tying them up and marching them around to be struggled against, extorting confessions by torture, illegally searching people's homes and humiliating them.'
In order to take account of various practical difficulties, the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress has thus far twice announced decisions allowing the relaxation of the time limits imposed on the law enforcement agencies by the Criminal Procedure Law. 2 Similarly, the new Law's requirement that the Supreme People's Court review all death sentences has been temporarily suspended in cases of murder, robbery, rape, bombing, arson, poison, breaching of dikes, or sabotage of communications and power facilities. 3 And, perhaps most demoralizing from the viewpoint of those who pin their hopes on the new codes, is the almost simultaneous revival of the "non-criminal" sanction of "rehabilitation through labor," under which a person may be confined by administrative decision for up to four years in the virtual equivalent of a labor camp without the opportunity to exercise any of [Vol. 73 the rights prescribed for an accused in the Criminal Procedure Law. 4 What do the new codes provide? What is their significance for China, the socialist world and the rest of us? And how sophisticated are Chinese discussions of criminal law in official and scholarly circles? This issue of the Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology offers preliminary responses to these questions. It first presents English translations of the codes. These are followed by Professor Shao-chuan Leng's overview and analysis of the criminal process. Professor Harold J. Berman then illuminates the Chinese scene by viewing it through the lens of the USSR, the former Soviet "big brother" from whom the PRC made an abortive attempt to import criminal codes in the mid-1950s. Finally, in an article that is not only intrinsically stimulating but that also reveals the quality of legal debate in the PRC, Mr. Timothy Gelatt shows us how the presumption of innocence has been understood and treated in contemporary China. It is our hope that this collective effort will make a modest contribution to the understanding of problems that are universal as well as Chinese and facilitate cooperation between China and the outside world in the field of criminal law and criminology. 
